NO’AR HADASH: A RECONSTRUCTIONIST APPROACH TO WAR

BIBLICAL

Exodus 22:1
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If a thief is found breaking in, and he is struck so that he dies, there shall no blood be shed for him.

Deuteronomy Chapter 20
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1. When you go out to battle against your enemies, and see horses, and chariots, and a people more numerous than you, be
not afraid of them; for the Lord your God is with you, who brought you out of the land of Egypt.

2. And it shall be, when you have come near the battle, that the priest shall approach and speak to the people,

3. And shall say to them, Hear, O Israel, you approach this day to battle against your enemies; let not your hearts faint, fear
not, and do not tremble, nor be you terrified because of them;

4. For the Lord your God is he who goes with you, to fight for you against your enemies, to save you.

5. And the officers shall speak to the people, saying, What man is there who has built a new house, and has not dedicated it?
Let him go and return to his house, lest he die in the battle, and another man dedicates it.

6. And what man is he who has planted a vineyard, and has not yet eaten of it? Let him also go and return to his house, lest
he die in the battle, and another man eats of it.

7. And what man is there who has betrothed a wife, and has not taken her? Let him go and return to his house, lest he die in
the battle, and another man takes her.

8. And the officers shall speak further to the people, and they shall say, What man is there who is fearful and fainthearted?
Let him go and return to his house, lest his brothers’ heart faint as well as his heart.

9. And it shall be, when the officers have finished speaking to the people, that they shall appoint captains of the armies to
lead the people.

10. When you come near a city to fight against it, then proclaim peace to it.

11. And it shall be, if it gives you answer of peace, and opens to you, then it shall be, that all the people that are found in it
shall be tributaries to you, and they shall serve you.

12. And if it will make no peace with you, but will make war against you, then you shall besiege it;

13. And when the Lord your God has delivered it into your hands, you shall strike its every male with the edge of the sword;



14. But the women, and the little ones, and the cattle, and all that is in the city, all the plunder from it, shall you take for
yourself; and you shall eat the plunder of your enemies, which the Lord your God has given you.

15. Thus shall you do to all the cities which are very far off from you, which are not of the cities of these nations.

16. But of the cities of these people, which the Lord your God does give you for an inheritance, you shall not keep alive
anything that breathes;

17. But you shall completely destroy them: the Hittites, and the Amorites, the Canaanites, and the Perizzites, the Hivites, and
the Jebusites; as the Lord your God has commanded you;

18. That they teach you not to do after all their abominations, which they have done to their gods; so should you sin against
the Lord your God.

19. When you shall besiege a city a long time, in making war against it to take it, you shall not destroy its trees by forcing an
ax against them; for you may eat of them, and you shall not cut them down. For is the tree of the field a man that it should
besieged by you?

20. Only the trees which you know are not trees for food, you shall destroy and cut them down; and you shall build siege
works against the city that makes war with you, until it is subdued.

Ezekiel 33:1-9
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1. And the word of the Lord came to me, saying:

2. Son of man, speak to your people, and say to them, When | bring the sword upon a land, if the people of the land take a
man from among them, and set him for their watchman;

3. If he blows the shofar, when he sees the sword come upon the land, to warn the people;

4. Then, whoever hears the sound of the shofar, and does not take warning, if the sword comes, and takes him away, his
blood shall be upon his own head.

5. He heard the sound of the shofar, and did not take warning; his blood shall be upon him. But if he had taken warning he
would have saved his soul.

6. But if the watchman sees the sword coming, and does not blow the shofar, and the people are not warned; if the sword
comes, and takes any person from among them, he is taken away in his iniquity; but his blood will | require at the
watchman'’s hand.

7. And you, O son of man, | have set you as a watchman to the house of Israel; therefore you shall hear the word from my
mouth, and warn them from me.

8. When | say to the wicked, O wicked man, you shall surely die; if you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from his way,
that wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will | require at your hand.

9. But, if you warn the wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn from his way, he shall die in his iniquity; but you
would have saved your soul.

| Chronicles 22:8
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And the word of God came to me (David) saying: you have shed much blood and many great wars you have made — you will
not build a house for My Name, for much blood have you shed on the earth before Me.



Dead Sea Scrolls: 11QT2 LVIII 15-21
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15. ... If he shall go out to war against his 16 enemies, one fifth of the people shall go out with him, the men of war, all
mighty men of 17 valor. And they shall guard themselves from every unclean thing and from all shameful things and from
all iniquities and guilt. 18 And he will not go out until he comes before the High Priest and he has consulted the wisdom for
the Urim 19 and the Thummim. On his orders he will go out, and on his orders he will come in, he and all the children of
Israel who are 20 with him. He shall not go out on the advice of his heart until he has consulted the decision of the Urim 21
and the Thummim. And he will have success in all his paths as he has gone out according to the decision which...

RABBINIC

Mishnah Sotah Chapter 8

INN M MY A IO 1IN NDY WITN M2 132 WX WOND N IND DYN DN DMVWN AT (OV) (1))
TANY ,WIAPN TNNY ,NPIDN TN ;0NN TR THININD P2 ,DNYN T2 9PN 1A ,)2nN0 12 INAN
NN AWNN YONN THXY DION YONN TN 1M VON XD DI YOI IWUN UWND MM (DY) NN D v
TANY WD TANY ,NPI9N TNY 090 TANY [, TI20N TN ,YONN TAX PPN IWNND 199N JIRN
N DINDD TANY ,N9INAN NN DINHDND TN N DUN YIN IUN WNRD M (OW) nn WD v

11D 02T PYMIY WX DD 0 NI NN L,NNNDNI VAN NNY YNIY DN .0 NIV DN ININD
DTN NN PPN PYUY DN PRIDM L PININ DNNoN YN0

N9 ITNN NN VAR PRYY 990 ,MNN NHNYNI DIN MV NNNDNA ,DINIX DT NN (7)
WAN PRI 99N NN NNNDNA DI NN NNNDN ,DNIN OIAT DN DT 3T N INHNND
DNHND NI NTHN NN

2) “And the officers shall speak to the people, saying: ‘What man is there who has built a new house and has not dedicated
it? Let him go and return to his house...”” It is all one whether he builds a house for straw, a house for cattle, a house for
wood, or a house for stores; it is all one whether he builds or buys or inherits [a house] or it was given him as a gift.

“And what man is there who has planted a vineyard and has not used the fruit thereof...” It is all one whether he
plants a vineyard or plants five fruit trees, even if they are of five kinds; it is all one whether he plants vines or sinks them
into the ground or grafts them; it is all one whether he buys a vineyard or inherits it or whether it is given him as a gift...

“And what man is there who has betrothed a wife...” It is all one whether he betroths a virgin or a widow, or even
one that awaits levirate marriage, or whether he hears that his brother has died in battle -- let him return home. These all
hearken to the words of the priest concerning the ordinances of battle; and they return home and provide water and food and
repair the roads.

7) What has been said applies to a discretionary war (milchemet reshuf); but in a battle waged in a religious cause all go
forth, even the bridegroom out of his chamber and the bride out of her bride chamber.

Mishnah Sanhedrin 2:4
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And he brings them out to a discretionary war through the decision of a be/t din of seventy-one, and they break fences to
make a way for him, and none may protest against him. The way of the king has no measure, and the entire people take
spoils and put them before him, and he takes the first portion...



Maimonides Mishneh Torah, Laws of the King, Chapter 5-6
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5:1) The king may only decide to fight alone in the case of a milchemet mitzvah (an obligatory war). What is a milchemet
mitzvah? This is the war against the seven peoples, and the war against Amalek, and helping Israel from the hand of a foe
that comes upon them, and otherwise, a war is a milchemet reshut (a discretionary war), which is a war that is fought against
all the other peoples in order to expand the border of Israel and to increase its size and fame.

Yy P19 OOYn MOHN 0"IM

NINDN TANY TMIYIN NNNDN TAR DVY 1D PRIPY TY OYa DTN DY NNNOND PYy PR X NN
NOLXIY MNN YIY WIAPY YPOYN DX ,DWYY MON NXIPY DY DNOND DY OX 29PN 1D NI NN
L0V N PINN PR DY M) M

6:1) One may not make war upon anyone in the world unless you have called for peace with him, and this is the same in the
case of milchemet reshut and milchemet mitzvah. As it is said: “When you approach a city to fight it, you will call out for
peace.” If they accept peace and take upon themselves the seven laws of the children of Noah, then you may not kill even
one soul among them...
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6:7) When you are besieging a city to capture it, you may not encircle it from all four directions, but only from three, and you
must leave a place for the escapee and anyone who wants to save himself or herself, as it is said: “And they fought against
Midyan as God had commanded Moses.” This is a hint so that we may learn that God commanded him thus.

MODERN & CONTEMPORARY

Michael Walzer, Just and Unjust Wars (New York: Basic Books, 1977) (3" edition, pp. 76-77)

Preventive war presupposes some standard against which danger is to be measured. That standard does not exist, as
it were, on the ground; it has nothing to do with the immediate security of boundaries. It exists in the mind’s eye, in the idea
of a balance of power, probably the dominant idea in international politics from the seventeenth century to the present day.
A preventive war is fought to maintain the balance, to stop what is thought to be an even distribution of power from shifting
into a relation of dominance and inferiority...The argument is utilitarian in form; it can be summed up in two propositions:
(1) that the balance of power actually does preserve the liberties of Europe (perhaps also the happiness of Europeans) and
is therefore worth defending even at some cost, and (2) that to fight early, before the balance tips in any decisive way,
greatly reduces the cost of the defense, while waiting doesn’t mean avoiding war (unless one also gives up liberty) but only
fighting on a larger scale and at worse odds. The argument is plausible enough, but it is possible to imagine a second-level
utilitarian response: (3) that the acceptance of propositions (1) and (2) is dangerous (not useful) and certain to lead to
“innumerable fruitless wars” whenever shifts in power relations occur; ... given the radical uncertainties of power politics,
there probably is no practical way of making out that position — deciding when to fight and when not — on utilitarian
principles. ...

We need to make judgments about our neighbor’s intentions, and if such judgments are to be possible, we must
stipulate certain acts or sets of acts that will count as evidence of malignity. These stipulations are not arbitrary; they are
generated, | think, when we reflect upon what it means fo be threatened. Not merely fo be afraid, though rational men and
women may well respond fearfully to a genuine threat, and their subjective experience is not an unimportant part of the



argument for anticipation. But we also need an objective standard, as Bacon’s phrase “just fear” suggests. That standard
must refer to the threatening acts of some neighboring state, for (leaving aside the dangers of natural disaster) | can only be
threatened by someone who is threatening me, where “threaten” means what the dictionary says it means: “to hold out or
offer (some injury) by way of a threat, to declare one’s intention of inflicting injury.”

... states may use military force in the face of threats of war, whenever failure to do so would seriously risk their
territorial integrity or political independence. Under such circumstances it can fairly be said that they have been forced to
fight and that they are the victims of aggression. ... A state under threat is like an individual hunted by an enemy who has
announced his intention of killing or injuring him. Surely such a person may surprise his hunter, if he is able to do so.

Zionists Against the War (Drafted by the Labor Zionist Alliance Administrative Committee)

We are American Zionists who oppose the coming war with Iraq. We, like millions of Americans, are not convinced by the
Bush administration's arguments that war is the only option. We, like millions of Americans, abhor the regime of Saddam
Hussein, and acknowledge that he is in violation of a host of U. N. resolutions, but we do not believe that going to war at this
time is the solution. We, like millions of Americans, support containment, with continued U. N. inspections. We, like
millions of Americans, are encouraged by the beginning of Iraq's destruction of its weaponry under severe world pressure.

The ideal outcomes of a war with Iraq are a quick and relatively bloodless victory; a post-Saddam-Hussein Iraq which will
allow the U.S. to refashion it into a democracy; a resurgence of Islamic moderation; the democratization of other states in the
region; the removal of the threat from Iraq of non-conventional weapons; a more favorable atmosphere for Israeli-Palestinian
peace negotiations. But other possible, and we think probable, outcomes include a lengthy, complicated, costly war with
many military and civilian casualties; an Iraqi population which will resent the U.S. occupiers and respond with terror attacks;
an increase in fanaticism as this is seen as a war on Islam; the replacement of undemocratic Arab governments by equally
onerous undemocratic anti American Arab governments; an Iraqi attack on Israel with non-conventional weapons; increased
terrorist attacks against Americans and American interests.

We sympathize with the desire of many Israelis that Saddam Hussein be removed, given his previous attacks on Israel and his
support for those who would destroy it. Nevertheless, we believe that an American war on Iraq could have severe negative
consequences for Israel. In addition to provoking an Iraqi attack, a war may well exacerbate the Israeli-Palestinian conflict,
further delaying the desired goal of most Israelis for a negotiated two-state solution. Indeed, despite the President's recent
statements, this war is a distraction from America's critical role as facilitator of such a negotiation.

We disagree with those Jewish leaders who support an immediate war. We note that their opinions do not accurately reflect
those of American Jews, who, as polls show, view this war in much the same way as do other Americans. We deplore the
positions of those opponents of war who are one sided in their criticism of Israel, those who oppose Israel's very existence,
and those who have claimed that Israel and/or Jews are the driving force behind the Bush Administration's decision to go to
war. We categorically reject these spurious and odious associations between anti war concerns and anti Israel, anti Semitic
rhetoric. As American Zionists, we are committed to the peace and security of both Israel and America, and are skeptical of
the rush to war because of the possible detrimental consequences for both nations.

One should only support war if there is no alternative. We do not believe that is the case with Iraq. We call on others who
agree with us to sign this petition.

The Reconstructionist Response to War in Iraq (March 2003)

It was the hope of all people of good will committed to freedom that the threat posed to the international community by
Saddam Hussein — and the repression, terror and tragedy visited by Hussein on the Iragi people — might have been
eliminated through international pressures short of war.

We are deeply saddened by the onset of war and the additional pain and destruction that it will bring. We now pray for the
safety of those who serve; we pray for the minimizing of suffering and loss of life; we hope for a speedy conclusion of
hostilities; and we give voice to the prayer that out of the tragedy of war might arise new conditions that might lead more
firmly towards democracy and peace in the world.

Our communities reflect a range of opinion and emotion at this moment. We call on our communities to gather in order to
share and hold the anxiety and uncertainty of these days, so that people may find comfort in solidarity, focus on prayers and
hopes held in common, and keep faith with each other as we journey through this sad and challenging moment.
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